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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
Dear Readers,

The interaction between competition law and public procurement has increasingly been 
in the international spotlight in recent years. Through competitive public procurement 
and bidding, governments ideally can procure goods and services at market price (sav-
ing public funds), encourage small and medium-sized enterprises, and foster innovation, 
among other policy goals.

As authors in this month’s edition of the CPI Chronicle note, “governments around the 
world spend an estimated $9.5 trillion of public money purchasing vital goods and ser-
vices each year.” Bottom line… its big business.

But the diversity and nature of public procurement regimes in different jurisdictions has 
the potential to make them prone to distortion through collusion and other wayward con-
duct. Classic examples of such conduct in the public procurement realm include price 
fixing, bid rigging (including bid suppression, complementary bidding, bid rotation, sub-
contracting, etc.), and market allocation schemes. As the OECD notes, “such illegal activ-
ity contributes to inflation, destroys public confidence in the country’s economy, and un-
dermines our system of free enterprise. In the case of federal procurement, such crimes 
increase the costs of government, increase taxes and undermine the public’s confidence 
in its government.”

This edition of the Chronicle features articles, from the U.S., Canada, Brazil, Mexico, 
Spain, and the EU, that examine recent antitrust developments in the public procurement 
sectors of different jurisdictions, loopholes in antitrust enforcement, and potential future 
policy and strategic changes.

Lastly, we want to alert CPI readers to our upcoming conference on Tuesday, April 30, 
2019, Dynamic Competition in Dynamic Markets: A Path Forward, co-organized by CPI 
and the Competition Law and Economics Network at the Melbourne Law School. The con-
ference will lead off with an opening keynote address by Philip Marsden and will feature 
a fireside chat with ACCC Chairman Rod Sims and Howard Shelanski. Panels throughout 
the day will include topics such as: Digital Innovation and Competition Policy; Big Data: 
Understanding and Analyzing its Competitive Effects; and Designing Antitrust Regulatory 
Models in a Globalized Silicon Valley Culture.

CPI looks forward to your participation in these timely discussions with leading antitrust 
academics, enforcers, and private practitioners. Register here.

As always, thank you to our great panel of authors. 

Sincerely, CPI Team
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